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Summer Birds of Itasca Park

Gustav Swanson

To many of its thousands of annual
visitors Itasca State Park is the most
interesting spot in Minnesota. The
grandeur of its stately pines, the
beauty of its 300 lakes, the charm of
its historical background, and the a-
bundance of its wildlife make Itasca
Park cannot fail to be pleased with
The student of birds who visits the
Park one of our proudest possessions.
Park cannot fail to be pleased with
the richness of its birdlife, but some
parts of the Park are more likely than
others to yield interesting birds, and
it is the aim of this account to make
the time of the Park visitor interested
in birds as fruitful as possible.

The Park was created in 1891 by
action of the state legislature, but
no funds were appropriated to ac-
quire the designated lands until years
later. In 1892 Congress granted nearly
7000 acres of vacant government land
for the purpose, and from time to
time additional lands have been se-
cured until now the park is approxi-
mately 7 miles square, or nearly 32,
000 acres. It lies chiefly in Clear-
water County, 225 miles north by west
from the Twin Cities. ) y

The historical and geographical sig-
nificance of the Park had much to do
with its establishment and deserve
mention. The source of the Mississippi
River was naturally the object of
much early exploration, and after
several others had failed to find it,
Henry R. Schoolcraft succeeded in
1832, being guided by an Indian, Oz-
awindib. The name, Itasca, was coined
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by Schooleraft from the latin words
veritas caput meaning truth and head,
referring to the true head or source
of the Mississippi, by simply dropping
the first and last syllables to obtain
a suitable euvhonious title. The words
had been supplied by Rev. W. T. Bout-
well, who accompanied Schooleraft on
the discovery expedition.

_William Morrison had apparently
visited Itasca Lake in 1804, but since
he did not report his trip until years
after the Schoolcraft discovery, and
no scientific or historical purpose was
accomplished by his visit, Schooleraft
is_ agijnggsd the discoverer of the
Mississippi’s source.

Those important in the early ex-
ploration of the area, and in its
establishment as a park. are recog-
nized in the place names now used in
the Park. Thus there are Schooleraft
island, Boutwell Creek, and Morrison
Lake among others. It is ironic that
J. V. Brower, who more than all
others worked to secure the establish-
mer‘l‘t of the Park, is recognized only
by “Brower Ridge,” an unprepossess-
ing hogback followed by the Lind
Saddle Trail for a distance and by a
‘l‘lttle island in DeSoto Lake. The name

Brower Ridge” was suggested by
Dr. Elliott Coues, the celebrated orni-
thologist turned historian, who in 1894
visited the Park in his studies of the
Zebulon M. Pike explorations.

The natural beauty of Itasca Park
depends much upon its forests. It has
stands of virgin white pine and Nor-
way or red pine unrivalled in the state
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and possibly in the nation. In addition
there are extensive stands of jack
pine, balsam, aspen, white birch, white
cedar, tamarack, black spruce, white
spruce and hard maple. This is by no
means a complete list of its forest
trees, others occur in smaller quanti-
ties. The park 1is predominantly
northern coniferous forest (Canadian
Zone) in its character, but the prairie
lies only 20 miles to the westward,
and there are many farms on the
cleared land surrounding. Because of
the adjacent prairie and farm land,
many of the birds and the plants seen
in the park are not characteristic
evergreen forest forms, but are in-
trusiops from without.

There are a number of spots in the
Park which are unusually favored
with birds. Those which we have us-
ually found especially productive have
been the following: the trail from the
highway to LaSalle Springs; the
spruce-tamarack bogs mnear Garrison
Point and along LaSalle Creek espec-
ially near the north, Park boundary;
Bohall Lake and DeSoto Lake which
are fine for shore birds during years
when mud flats are exposed; Bohall
Trail; the Lind Saddle Trail from
Chamber’s Creek to Nicollet Cabin and
south to DeSoto Lake; and finally, for
ducks, Floating Bog Bay and the en-
tire west shoreline of Lake Itasca.
Along this shoreline we have flushed
over 80 wood ducks in a half hour’s
time.

Maps on which may be located the
places referred to are widely avail-
able in and near the Park in the sum-
mer, or may be secured free upon re-
quest from Harold Lathrop, Director
of State Parks, St. Paul.

From the date of its establishment
in 1891 onward Itasca Park has been
a game refuge and some of the wild-
life found in the Park certainly exists
only because of this protection. A-
mong the birds which are encountered
regularly in the Park, but which are
rarely seen elsewhere in the state, are
the bald eagle, osprey, and turkey
vulture. A pair of eagles has reared
young successfully for several years
in the same nest on the west side of
Lake Itasca’s southwest arm, and all
summer long the young or old birds
may be seen near the nest.

The osprey fishes regularly on Itas-
ca.Lake and several of the other lakes
in the Park, and undoubtedly more
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than one pair is present. Many visitors
are thrilled by the spectacular plunges
of the osprey after fish, and the birds
are so tame in the Park that they may
be observed with ease. The only oc-
cupied nest that I have watched for
several years is about 200 yards
southeast of Nicollet Cabin, and this
nest has usually contained young un-
til about August 1, each summer.

The turkey wvulture undoubtedly
nests in the Park also, for it is seen
each summer. In August, 1938, I saw
13 vultures perched in a single dead
tree on Itasca Lake.

The bird student from farther south
visiting Itasca in summer is most
likely to be interested in those birds
which are characteristic of the nor-
thern coniferous forest; therefore, I
shall confine my attention chiefly to
those birds, with suggestions as to
where they may be found most easily.

Ruffed grouse are widespread over
the Park, but not as common as might
have been expected in recent years.
The spruce grouse, formerly found in
this part of the state, has been absent
for many vears from the Park. In 1935
the National Parks Service made an
unsuccessful attempt to re-establish
the species. Dr. Dawson saw one
spruce grouse the summer following
the release of these birds.

Pileated woodpeckers are fairly
common but more often heard than
seen. We have observed them most
often on Bear Point, northwest of
Itasca Lake, and in the northeast
corner of the Park. Our few recent
records of the Artic three-toed wood-
pecker have been in the region south
and west of Itasca Lake.

The olive-sided flycatcher prefers
tamarack-spruce bogs in summer. We
have found it most regularly in the
bog at the northeast corner of the
Park and the bog just west of Nic-
ollet Cabin.

The Canada jay is almost invariably
found in the Nicollet Cabin vicinity.
One trick of ours has been to throw
some food on the roof of the cabin
when visiting this vicinity. The jays
usually find the food within an hour,
and while they return again and again
until the food is gone they may be
observed 2t close range.

The Hudsonian chickadee has been
seen feeding young at Garrison Point
near the southwest tip of Itasca Lake,
and at Iron Springs, a mile north of
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the Park. The red-breasted nuthatch
is widely scattered, but the brown
creeper is most often found in the
deep, undisturbed woods as around
Nicollet Cabin. The winter wren also
prefers solitude, and the only place I
have seen it and heard its bubbling
song in the Park is in the wild tangles
of the sphagnum bog across Nicollet
Creek from the cabin.

The lovely evening song of the her-
mat thrush may be heard in several
places during June and early July,
sometimes later. Around the edges of
Floating Bog Bay, and along the road
to La Salle Springs have been our
favorite spots.

The golden-crowned kinglet we have
found regularly at the spruce bog
along LaSalle Creek near the northern
boundary of the Park.

Warblers are well represented in
the Park, and so widely scattered that
detailed localities need not be given.
We have seen 22 species during Juiy
and August in the Park, and while
most of them are breeding birds, often
well defined migrations are in progress
bv August 15 or 20.

The purple finch is quite often seen
in the Park, sometimes on the Uni-
versity campus. The pine siskin is a
less frequent visitor. Equally unpre-
dictable in its appearances is the red
crossbill, which we have seen three or
four times in August, at which time
it was probably a wanderer, especially
since small flocks were observed. Dr.
Dawson saw a flock of white-winged
crossbills in July one summer, but
they are less regularly observed than
their relatives.

The slate-colored junco and white-
throated sparrow are two character-
istic north woods birds seen every
summer. They prefer the less disturb-
ed areas, and we often find them along
the Bohall Trail, along Nicollet Creek,
and near the Eagle’s nest.

A complete list of birds seen in
Itasca Park during June, July, and
August of 1929 to 1943 follows. Eight
species seen by Dr. R. W. Dawson and
eight seen by Dr. C. E. Mickel but not
by me are included and marked (R.
W. D.) and (C. E. M.) respectively.
Those only rarely seen are marked
“r”. A number of the birds listed do
not nest in the Park, but are seen
merely as migrants during August.
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Loon.
Holboell’s Grebe. r
Western Grebe. (C. E. M.) r
Pied-billed Grebe.
Great Blue Heron.
American Bittern. r
Mallard.
Black Duck
Blue-winged Teal.
Wood Duck.
American Golden-eye.
Ruddy Duck (C. E. M.) r
Hooded Merganser.
Turkey Vulture.
Shar~ shimmed Hawk. (C. E. M.)
Cooper’s Hawk. r
Red-tailed Hawk.
Broad-winged Hawk.
Bald Eagle.
Marsh Hawk.
Osprey.
Duck Hawk. r
Spruce Grouse (R. W. D.) r
Ruffed Grouse.
Virginia Rail.
Sora.
Semipalmated Plover. r
eer.

Spotted Sandpiper.
Solitary Sandpiper.
Greater Yellow-legs. r
Lesser Yellow-legs.
gec_:tgralssandpiper.

aird’s Sandpiper. (C. E. M.) r
Least Sandpiver. ¢ !
Stilt Sandpiper. r
Semipalmated Sandpiper.
Herring Gull.
Common Tern.
Black Tern.
Mourning Dove.
Black-billed Cuckoo.
Great Horned Owl. r =
Barred Owl.
Saw-whet Owl. (R. W. D.) r
Eastern Whin-poor-will. (C. E. M) r
Nighthawk.
Chimney Swift.
Ruby-throated Hummingbird.
Belted Kingfisher.
Flicker.
Pileated Woodpecker.
Red-headed Woodpecker.
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.
Hairy Woodpecker.
Downy Woodpecker.
Artic Three-toed Woodpecker. r
Eastern Kingbird.
Arkansas Kingbird (R. W. D.) r
Crested Flycatcher.
Phoebe.
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Alder Flycatcher.

Least Flycatcher.

‘Wood Pewee.

Olive-sided Flycatcher.
Tree Swallow.

Bank Swallow.
Rough-winged Swallow.
Barn Swallow.

Cliff Swallow.

Purple Martin.

Canada Jay.

Blue Jay.

Crow.

Black-capped Chickadee.
Hudsonian Chickadee.
White-breasted Nuthatch.
Red-breasted Nuthatch.
Brown Creeper.

House Wren.

Winter Wren. r

Prairie Marsh Wren. (C. E. M.) r
Short-billed Marsh Wren.
Catbird.

Robin.

Wood Thrush (R. W. D.) r
Hermit Thrush.
Olive-backed Thrush.
Willow Thrush.

Bluebird.

Golden-crowned Kinglet.
Cedar Waxwing.

Migrant Shrike (R. W. D.) r
Yellow-throated Vireo.
Blue-headed Vireo.
Red-eyed Vireo.
Philadelphia Vireo. r
Warbling Vireo.

Black and White Warbler.
Orange-crowned Warbler.
Nashville Warbler.
Parula Warbler.

Yellow Warbler.
Magnolia Warbler.

Cape May Warbler.

Myrtle Warbler.
Black-throated Green Warbler.
Blackburnian Warbler.
Chestnut-sided Warbler.
Bay-breasted Warbler.
Black-poll Warbler.

Pine Warbler.

Western Palm Warbler.
Oven-bird.

Grinnell’s Water-Thrush.
Connecticut Warbler. (C. E. M.) r
Mourning Warbler.

Northern Yellow-throat.
Wilson’s Warbler.

American Redstart.

English Sparrow.

Western Meadowlark. r
Yellow-headed Blackbird.
Red-winged Blackbird.
Baltimore Oriole.

Brewer’s Blackbird. (R. W. D.) r
Bronzed Grackle.

Cowbird.

Scarlet Tanager.
Rose-breasted Grosbeak.
Indigo Bunting. (C. E. M.) r
Dickeissel (R. W. D.) r
Purple Finch.

Pine Siskin.

Goldfinch.

Red Crossbill. r
White-winged Crossbill. (R. W. D.) r
Red-eyed Towhee.

Savannah Sparrow.

Vesper Sparrow.
Slate-colored Junco.
Chipping Sparrow.
Clay-colored Sparrow.
White-throated Sparrow.
Swamp Sparrow.

Song Sparrow.

Division of Entomology, Univer-
sity of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota.
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Unusual Pheasant Nests From Minnesota
By (©. Edward (Parlson_

During the course of a nesting study
of the ring-necked pheasant (Phasianus
colchicus torquatus) in 1940, several
nests of such unusual character were
found that a record of them seems de-
sirable. The study was carried on prin-
cipally in Martin County, southwestern
Minnesota, as a cooperative project be-
tween the State Division of Game and
Fish and the University of Minnesota.

Perhaps the most unusual of these
nests was located in a black mulberry
tree twenty-one and one-half feet above
the ground. It was discovered by two
farm boys and brought to the writer’s
attention through Dr. G H. Luedtke, a
Fairmont ornithologist. The boys had
been searching a farm grove for bird’s
nests, and in one of the trees they
found a very large nest which aroused
their interest. Climbing the tree to in-
vestigate, they were much surprised to
flush a hen pheasant which had been
incubating nine eggs. The nest, which
proved to be an old crow’s nest, was
first examined by the writer on June
19. Eight of the eggs had hatched the
preceding day, and the ninth was in-
fertile. Five chicks were found dead at
the base of the tree, and these had been
almost comnvletely devoured by bronzed
grackles and ants. Three chicks were
unaccounted for. Possibly they survived
and left with the hen, but because
there was nothing on the ground to
break the fall, it is more probable that
they also died and were quickly re-
moved by scavengers.

A search of the literature revealed
eight tree nests all of which occurred
in England. Six were reported by Teg-
etmeier (1873 and 1897) and one by
Scott in 1892 as quoted by MacPherson
(1895). The other tree nest was found
in 1894 and reported on by Wickham
and Lord Lilford. These nests contained
from eight to thirteen eggs and were
from six to twenty-five feet above the
ground. In most cases, the descriptions
indicated that previously constructed
nests had been occupied by the pheas-
ants. Two hens had used woodpigeons’
nests, one an owl’s nest, one a sparrow
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hawk’s nest, anda another a squirrel’s
nest. In two of those listed by Teget-
meler, it was stated that the nests were
made by the pheasants themselves. The
origin of one was not described. In only
three cases was it definitely established
that the chicks, or a few of them, suc-
ceeded in reaching the ground safely.

In explanation of the choice of these
elevated nesting positions by pheas-
ants, MacPherson (1895) suggested
that it is “to secure their personal
safety.” In the nest reported here, how-
aver, a different explanationseems more
plausible. Pheasants were in the habit
of roosting in the black mulberry trees,
and one of them may have actually
used the crow’s nest as a roosting
place. Possiblv the hen laid her eggs
in it simply because it was so accessible.
An observation made in the pheasant
region of South Dakota lends credence
to this theory. A willow tree containing
an old crow’s nest was used by pheas-
ants as a refuge from the midday sun.
When the birds were scared out of the
tree, it was seen that one had been rest-
ing in the nest.

Other nests studied were unusual not
because of their position but because
of what they contained or the activities
of the incubating hen. In direct con-
trast to certain hens which deserted
their nests after the least disturbance
were two hens which exhibited extreme
persistance in their incubating duties.
Both sat on dead eggs long over the
normal incubation period despite con-
tinued disturbance.

One of the hens located her nest in an
alfalfa field. The field was mowed on
June 17, and the farmer on seeing the
nest, lifted the hen off and allowed her
to fly away to avoid killing her. She
returned the following day, but it is
believed that the embryos had died in
her absence. On June 22, she was
flushed when the nest was checked. At
this time, a cracked egg in the nest con-
tained a well developed dead embryo.
She was flushed accidentally on June
27, but again returned and continued
to sit until the 26th of July when the
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eggs were broken by a large mammal.
The hen was observed on the nest over
a period of thirty-nine days. In addition
she must have incubated for at least a
week before mowing took place.

A hen nesting in a roadside ditch was
even more pesistent. She was underobs-
servation over a period of 74 days and
spent a total of 85 days or more in try-
ing to hatch the clutch. Her nest was
mowed over on June 13. The next day
she was flushed, and a cracked eggcon-
taining a living embryorevealed thatin-
cubation was approximatelytwelvedays
along. She was flushed again on the
17th and did not return until two days
later. It is felt that in this period the
embryos died of exposure. On July 14,
she moved her eggs six inches lower
into the ditch where the grass offcred
more concealment. The nest was mowed
over for a second time on August 12,
but even then she returned and dd not
finally give up until August 26. Al-
though the bird was not marked in any
way to permit of individual recogniti >n,
her habits each time she was flushed
were so invariable that it seems likely
that the same bird was under observa-
tion during the entire period.

Hamerstrom (1936) in his study of
the nesting habits of the pheasant in
TIowa reported that a hen pheasant sat
for more than 30 days on infertile
eggs, and Stoddard (1931) reported-one
case of a bob-white quail incubating for
56 days.

Many cases of bird parasitism in-
volving the pheasant have been observ-
ed in the course of study. Pheasant
eggs were found in combination with
chicken, turkey, and guinea hen eggs.
One nest containing chicken eggs was
incubated t»  d state by a hen
pheasant, but the nest was aband.ned
before the chicks hatched. Though none
of the eoos in the nests under observa-
tion hatched, farmers in the vicinitv
have reported nheasants hatching with
chickens and turkeys.Game birds’ nests
in which pheasant eggs were found in-
cluded mallards. blue-winged teal, Hun-
garian partridge, and bob-white quail.
Some of these nests merit description.

In the case of the blue-winged teal
nest, a pheasant chick hatched out with
twelve teal ducklings. Both Hammer-
strom (1936) and Bennett (1936) report-
ed similar instances. As Bennett re-
marked, “One can imagine the situation
that must have arisen when the duck
took her brood to the marsh!”
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Of eight Hungarian vartridge nests
found during the past year, all save
one contained phe:sant c¢ggs. Cne of
the nests contained 17 partridge eggs
and three pheasant eggs; it was mowed
over but the partridge came back and
six days later hatched 15 partridges
and, three pheasants.

Another Hungarian partridge nest
contained 16 partridge eggs, six pheas-
ant eggs, and one guinea hen egg. The
nest was mowed over just after the
pheasant chicks had hatched and the
partridge deserted with them. One of
the pheasant chicks was killed by the
mower within five feet of the nest. The
partridge eggs had not yet begun to
pip, and all the embryos were dead the
following day. The guinea hen embryo,
several days from hatching, was still
living although the shell of the egg was
badly cracked.

Pheasants outnumbered Hungarian
partridge by six times in this region.
The fact that partridgz nests are heav-
ily pavasitized by pheassnts requires
consideration in a game bird manage-
ment plan.

The last nest to be described adds
one species to the 238 recorded by
Friedman (1934) as parasitized by the
common cowbird. On June 1, a pheas-
ant compound or “dump” nest was
found which contained 19 eggs. Five
days later, the nest contained the 19
pheasant eggs and in addition, one cow-
bird’s egg. Several days later the cow-
bird’s egg was missing. In accord with
the general rule, the “dump” nest was
not incubated and the eggs represented
the loss of so many potential pheasants.

Paper No. 441 Miscellaneous Journal
Series, Minnesota Agricultural Experi-
ment Station, St. Paul. This represents
a cooperative study between the Minn-
esota Department of Conservation and
the University of Minnesota.
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Corrections itn names and / or addresses in the membership list
of the Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union as given in “The Flicker,”
Volume 15, Numbers 1, 2, should be sent to the editors so that they
may appear in correct form in the mext list. Members should send
notice of change of address to the secretary of the club to which they
belong. Secretaries of the various clubs are urged to send in the names
and addresses of new members for inclusion in the next membership
list.

Members of the several affiliated societies of the M. O. U. should
plan to conduct winter-bird censuses again this year around Christ-
mas time. Census data should be sent to the editors at the Minnesota
Museum of Natural History, for publication in the The Flicker.
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We Raise A Cedar Waxwing
By Evelyn °P. “Wenting

On July 15, 1943 I went with two
friends to lunch with another friend on
the River Drive. As we crossed the side-
walk to the lawn, I saw a tiny bird
huddled in a corner of the step. He was
bedraggled, quite feeble and much too
young to be out of the nest. By his
faint, beady call, and the barely dis-
cernable tinges of yellow on the tips of
his tail feathers I knew him for a wax-
wing. Thinking the parent birds must
be somewhere near, I placed him on top
of the hedge for them to find, and we
went in to lunch.

That was at one o’clock. I had for-
gotten all about the bird until we came
out, a few minutes before five o’clo-k.
There he was, his beak wide open, too
far gone to peep at all. My companions
thought he was dying. We took him
around the house, and while one of my
friends turned the hose on just a little,
I held his head under. He gasred and
swallowed a little water; then as he
revived a bit, we gave him a crumb,
and not knowing what else to do with
him I brought him home. Immediately
I fed him a bit of peach and some
water, and he revived more.

When the different members of the
family came home, they registered in-
terested surprise, this being the first
time we had had a baby waxwing for a
visitor. They took over the feeding for
the evening. Before dark the little bird
was beginning to preen himself a bit
and take quite an interest in life. My
daughters named him Dennis Day be-
cause he had a high sweet voice; and
from then on he was known as Dennis,
not only to us, but to the neighbors
who came to see him. On our front
porch, which is of average size and well
screened, I have a number of avacados
ranging in size from two to five feet.
Some have grown in a twisted fashion,
and their curved branches made grand
perches for a tiny bird.

It is almost impossible to describe
the waxwing call, which is very indi-
vidual. But it comes nearer to a “b”
note than amything, and when Dennis
was hungry he would call b, bb, bbb and
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then expect us to find him among the
leaves and feed him. When Sue fed him
he always hopped onto her finger and
sat there while he was fed. For a few
days he could only edge himself from
one branch to another, but he soon
learned to take short, circular tlights
when he wanted a change of position.
From the first we took him out every
day and let him sit for a while on a
limb in the sunshine. On the third day
my husband started his baths by plac-
ing him in a fine spray on the lown,
and how he loved it! He preened him-
self properly after his baths snd soon
began to look like a real waxwing. He
had a sweet disposition and seemed to
develop affection for us. He asvecially
li*ed my husband. He would edge him-
self sidewise up his arm to his shonlder
where he world rerch rroudly. He loved
to ride on one’s finger, and as he per-
fected his flving he would land neatly
on one’s shoulder or arm.

One evening, when we had had him
about a week, the girls came in the
back door. The windows between the
porch and living room were -closed.
Dennis saw the girls coming and flew
to meet them. He came to grief against
the glass that time and was hurt enough
to make his head bleed. Another even-
ing during the second week of his cap-
tivity, when we had guests for dinner,
Dennis flew in from the porch and
around the table to the amusement of
all.

He became quite fastidious about his
food. We fed him hard-cooked eggs,
bits of peach or apricot. cherries, rasp-
berries, 'and honeysuckle berries. We
used a toothpick, sticking it lightly in-
to the bits of fruit or egg, and as he
opened his beak the food was dropped
in. After a few days he began to help
himself from the end of the pick. If he
saw a hardcooked egg or cherry on the
saucer, he would have mnone of the
honeysuckle berries. Cherries were his
favorite food. One day to test him I
pushed a honeysuckle berry as far
down his throat as I was able, but he
wiggled and twisted until he discarded
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it. Then he cocked his head at me in a
comical fashion, and, of course, I fed
him on cherry. One day I weat out and
found him on the table eating out of
the saucer, but he preferred being fed
and talked to.

On July 24, when we had had him
ten davs, Sue took him out for his us-
ual airing, and he surprised her by fly-
ing into the top of a tall tree. She
thought he was surely gone for good,
but in a couple of hours he began call-
ing b, bb, bbb, bbbb—the four notes
alwavs seemed to mean “here I come”—-
and he flew to a bough beside my hus-
band. He seemed quite tired that time.
After his lunch he tucked his head un-
der his wing and took a nap. A couple
of days later when I went into the
garden to cut flowers, Dennis canie
calling b, bb, bbb, bbbb. He flew to-
wards me so rapidly that I thought he
would fly right into my face, but he
halted svddenlv about a foot away
holding himse'f in an upright position
bv flutterine his wings ranidly and
keering hims~lf as nearly stationary as
possible. He kept that uo for a few
seconds, then flew to a bough beside
me acting quite pleased with himself.
He got an extra good lunch for that
performance.

After the 24th he was allowed to go
out every morning unless it was storm-
ing. He would fly away, usually coming
back every hour or so to be fed, but
later staying out half a dav at a time.
No matter what I was doing when I
heard his bbbb I would stop to let him
in and feed him. Of course, he fed on
honeysuckle berries when he was out.
One day my husband heard him calling
and fussing. Dennis was in a tall

honeysuckle bush next door where the
berries were out of his reach. My hus-
band took a rake and pushed a bough
laden with berries down in front of his
face so Dennis could helphimself. If he
were not on the porch when Peg came
home, she would go out and call “Den-
nis,” and he would answer and come
flying.

As he grew bigger and stronger he
would fly away every morning over
the tops of the tallest trees, and each
time I would thinkperhaps thutthistime
he will not return. Once he stayed out
all night, but the next morning ecrly
he was calling us and begging to come
in. One day it stormed badly. I went
to the porch to see if Dennis was »ll
right. He had taken care of himself.
He was hiding in a corner, perfectly
protected from the wind and the rain.
He grew into a lovely bird, a real aris-
tocrat, as I think all waxwings are. His
crest was showing up nicely, and on
his wings small beads of red appeared,
like miniature drops of wax. His tail
feathers were tinped with red, too, be-
fore he left us. August 3rd wes a dark
day, and Dennis was restless. He would
no sooner go out than he wanted to
come in. He kept that up all the fore-
noon. Then at noon he decided to take
a nap and was quiet for a courle of
hours. At 8 o’clock he wanted to go out
again. I opened the door for him, and
out he went, flying away over the tree
tops until he was lost in the distance.
That was the last we saw of Dennis. I
hope he met a flock of friendly wax-
wings and was adopted into the clan.
It was several days before we were
used to an empty porch 2gain.

St. Paul, Minnesota.

All nesting data gathered during the 1943 nesting season should
be sent to the editors at the Museum of Natural History, University
of Minnesota., Minneapolis, Minnesota, as soon as possible. An article
on the 1943 nesting season will appear in the December 1943 issue of

“The Flicker.”

October, 1943
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NOTES OF INTEREST

SHORE BIRDS IN THE DULUTH AREA—The returning shore birds reached
Duluth during the last few days of July, 1943. They came to the marsh on the
bayside sandfill of Minnesota Point. Throughout the summer copious rains and
wave action created shallow ponds where stagnating water promoted the de-
velopement of a luxurious algal flora and aquatic fauna. To these marshes, in ever
increasing numbers, the birds returned to feed.

Among the earliest arrivals on July 28, were a flock of sanderlings, greater
and lesser yellow-legs, and one American knot. In a flock seen on July 31, some
of the smaller waders were identified with reasonable certainty—least, semi-
palmated, pectoral, and Baird’s sandpipers. They were feeding in marsh vege-
tation on the shores of the ponds while the sanderlings in compact flocks wandered
along the bay and the lake beaches. A single Hudsonian curlew was sighted, and
thereafter seen several times by different observers through the first week in
August. Whether or not it was the same individual, is not known. One’ piping
plover was seen on the bay shore. Formerly the species was a summer resident
on the bare sandfills of the Point. During the last two years no successful nesting
has been observed. One regrets that the developing vegetation and probably other
interfering factors caused the birds to seek more congenial nesting grounds.
They are now seen only in migration.

The occurance of the buff-breasted sandpiper is a notable local record. Seven
individuals were seen on August 1, feeding on the grassy, recently-mown rec-
reation grounds. On the following day nine were seen in the same area feeding
without concern of the people, passing cars, and a group of merry children
bathing in a near-by, rain-filled depresision of the field. They were silent and
seemed unsuspecting of any danger. Misses Mary I. Elwell, Hulda and Mabel
Adams with the writer studied them at close range. The birds were noted to
cover the area systematically by walking rapidly while seemingly feeding on
small insects on the cut grass of the rain-soaked ground. They were last seen
on September 9.

The occurance of the stilt sandpiper is another new local record. Several of
thesehsandpipers were seen on August 1, in a flock of yellow-legs feeding in the
marsh.

Black-bellied and golden plovers are commonly seen in the spring and fall
migrations. On September 9, the writer’s earliest opportunity to observe them
after an absence from the city, a flock of 20 individuals, 12 golden and 8 black-
bellied, was found on the recreation grounds of the Point. About the same number
was seen on September 11, with a lone ruddy turnstone and a semi-palmated
plover among them. On September 19, the plovers were more or less scattered
along the bayside boulevard due to passing cars. The majority of them seemed
to be black-bellied plovers, but at least two golden plovers were identified in
the group and one turnstone. Olga Lakela, Duluth Teachers College, Duluth Minn.

GRACKLES DESTROY MALLARD’S NEST--The bronzed grackle added another
black mark to my list by its act of rapine on a mallard’s nest. On April 4, 1943
on one of our hikes through Ft. Snelling, near the duck pond, we heard the rau-
cous calls of several grackles such as they make when they attack other birds,
and soon we counted ten of them dashing at a mallard duck on her nest. She
was snapping with her beak and striking with her wings. She finally left
the nest for the water, and the. grackles started to eat the contents of the
already broken eggs. The duck apparently had knocked four or five eggs out
of the mest in her struggle and broke them. Three of the eggs had been pecked
open by the grackles. The contents of the broken eggs were nearly all disposed of,
and the others were about half empty. The eggs had been incubated for about
one week. On another hike we found several duck’s nests with the shells of a
few eggs about. There were no small young amywhere about. Brother Hubert
Lewis, Cretin High School, St. Paul, Minn.

34 THE FLICKER



RED-TAILED HAWKS AND GARTER SNAKES—Speaking of balance in nature
we had a singular surprise after climbing 60 feet up a basswood tree hoping' o
get pictures of young red-tailed hawks. Things looked favorable, for when we
were about ten feet below the nest the old hawk flew in with a fair-sized garter
snake dangling from her talons. After spending a short time on the nest, she
looked over the edge at me. She now held the snake grasped about the head, in
her beak. A few moments later she flew away, giving the red-tail’s peculiar
squeal. After much maneuvering with the linesman’s spikes and the camera, I
succeeded in getting to a position where I could look across the nest. Instead of
three hawks there were five garter snakes, all dead, spread over the nest which
was now a flattened eating platform. Parts of some of the snakes were picked
clean. None of them had been dead very long as there was no bad odor from the
nest, and the weather was hot. The young hawk's were in the woods near the nest.
We could hear them answer the old birds. This nest is in a tree in the boy scout
camp on the St. Croix River above Stillwater. When first observed on April 4,
1943 it was being rebuilt. One young, two eggs, and a mouse were in the nest on
May 22, and the garter snakes were on the nest July 8. Brother Hubert Lewis,
Cretin High School, St. Paul, Minn.

TUFTED TITMOUSE NESTING IN MINNESOTA—On July 22, 1943 I found
the nesting site of a pair of tufted titmice which had spent the winter at my
feeding station from November, 1942 to late April, 1943. The nest was in a hole
in the dead part of a living ash tree about 25 feet up and behind a dead branch
which partly concealed the hole. The nest was first located by seeing one of the
birds alight near the hole, carrying insect food, and then disappear into it. On
July 25, I watched both birds carry worms to their young which could be heard
faintly squeaking. The pair of titmice whistled a good deal and were almost as
noisy as they had been im the winter when they got very tame and came regu-
larly for peanuts and walnuts. In May they had started to excavate in a dead
butternut tree and also were seen going in and out of a bird house. They did not,
however, locate in either place and left our property in June only coming back
occassiomally. They may have nested at this time in some woods south of us.
Marjorie Edgar, Marine on St. Croix, Minnesota.

NIGHTHAWK MIGRATION AT WHITE BEAR LAKE—The first nighhawks,
five in number, were seen at White Bear on May 24, 1943,

On May 26 at 7:40 p. m. I went out on the end of the dock to feed the pet
sunfish. The temperature was 65 degrees F. In the northwest a storm was brew-
ing and there was a slight breeze from the same direction. Nighthawks were ob-
served flying in a direct line from the south-southeast to the north-northwest.
The fact that they were mot circling made it possible to keep an accurate count
of their numbers. From 7:50 to 8:30 p. m. a tally was kept of all nighthawks
passing over an east-west line about 800 yards long. About 100 birds passed over
every five minutes during this forty minute period or a total of 927 birds which
is an everage of 23.17 per minute.

This migration started to increase about 8:40, but a few, perhaps five per
minute were still flying over when darkness came. Only one bird was seen to fly
in the opposite direction—and that one only for a short distance. About 25% of
the nighthawks were flying at a height of 25 to 40 feet, about 65% at about 130
feet and about 10% almost out of sight. Only six called bingt, bingt, and no dive
booming was heard. R. M. Berthel, White Bear, Minn.

WINTER FEEDING AT CLOQUET AND SPRING OBSERVATIONS AT FOK-
ESTVILLE—Last winter (1942-43) members of the Cloquet Bird Club enioyed
the decorating of several little Christmas trees for the birds, choosing a tree in
three different places in Cloquet. The trees looked quite gay, with a golden star
of cheede at the top of each, strings of bright cranberries, snowy threaded pop-
corn, colorful baskets of orange shells filled with suet, bread crumbs, and seed
balls. Birds find their feeding places for the winter sometimes as early as October
and November, and if one would be assured of guests to make the Christmas
scene complete, one must start placing food before the cold days of the Christmas
season.

October, 1943
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On June 18, 1943 Mrs. A. J. Trainor and Miss Eumice Grebin, members of
the St. Cloud Bird Club, and my sister and I of the Cloquet Bird Club, spent the
afternoon at the Forestville Picnic Grounds, a spot on the Root River not far
from Preston, Minnesota. Here is a beautiful stand of virgin timber, said to be
the largest area of deciduous woods remaining in Minnesota, and it is an ex-
cellent place for bird observation. We followed a little trail up one of the hills in
an effort to discover a wood thrush, for one usually finds the thrush at Forest-
ville. Just as we were ready to turn back, a cardinal whistled above our heads.
We had an amusing time with him. We answered his whistle and he kept answer-
ing back. He followed us all the half mile back to the road. When we finally left
the spot, he was still at the edge of the wood calling insistantly.

Our check list for the day included the following: red-tailed hawk, sparrow
hawk, mourning dove, black-billed cuckoo, chimney swift, ruby-throated hum-
mingbird, belted kingfisher flicker, pileated woodpecker, red-bellied woodpecker,
red-headed woodpecker, kingbird, crested flycatcher, phoebe, chebec, wood pewee,
bank swallow, purple martin, blue jay, crow, black-capped chickadee, white-
breasted nuthatch, house wren, brown thrasher, robin, veery, bluebird, cedar wax-
wing- migrant shrike, yellow-throated vireo, warbling vireo, yellow warbler,
oven-bird. northern yellow-throat, redstart, eastern meadowlark, red-winged black-
bird, Baltimore oriole, bronzed grackle, scarlet tanager, cardinal, rose-breasted
grosbeak, indigo bunting, dickcissel, goldfinch, chipping sparrow, field sparrow,
and song sparrow.

Fern Zimmerman, Cloquet, Minneota.

NESTING OF THE THISTLE BIRD—That the thistle bird is no misnomer for
the goldfinch was found to be true in amother sense by Brother Pius and me.
After noticing several goldfinch nests in the tall thistle, Cirsium altissimum. we
decided to make a nesting survey of the Highland Park district of St. Paul to
determine how extensive their thistle nesting was. To date, August 1943, we have
found 45 nests with eggs or young and 15 nests from which the young have al-
ready departed. All nests were built in this year’s thistles. We tried to investi-
gate every thistle which we thought a suitable nesting place. We soon concluded
that the only thistles selected were, with one exception, well protected from
the wind by other thistles or plants. This choice of nesting in a protected thistle
was later vindicated when we found but one nest destroyed by a sixty mile gale,
though mamy other exposed thistles were blown over. The young that we found
in the one nest in an unprotected thistle were exposed to the sun most of the
day. They left the nest on the tenth day whereas other young remained from 12
to 14 days in the mest. The goldfinches’ avidity for thistle nesting reached its
climax when we found a nest in the fork of a last year’s old stalk. This thistle
stalk, later overgrown by bind weed, fell over spilling two of the young out of
the nest. They were dead before we proppzd up the nest. The other three young
left the nest on th